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Record   News

Plans for an number of Christ-
mas holiday activities around Ring-
gold county have been announced 
this week, with some others possi-
bly coming in future weeks.

Steak drawings
Sign up for drawings for pack-

ages of four ribeye steaks will be-
gin Monday, Nov. 24, at participat-
ing Mount Ayr businesses.

Drawings for the packages of 
steaks will be held Monday, Dec. 
14 with the winners announced in 
the December 17 Mount Ayr Re-
cord-News.

Festival of Trees set
The Mount Ayr Depot Museum 

will have their annual Festival of 
Trees at the depot again this year. 

BY ALAN SMITH
“If you like politicians and the  

way they work, I’m not your guy,”  
said Christian Fong, Cedar Rapids 
businessman and Republican can-
didate for governor.

Fong visited Ringgold county 
last week, stopping by the Mount 
Ayr Community school, the new 
Ringgold County Hospital, Heart-
land Energy Solutions and meeting 
with people at the home of Steve 
and Tracee Knapp in Redding.
 It was the •rst campaign swing 
through Ringgold county for Fong, 
but this is not an unfamiliar part of 
the state as he graduated from high 
school in Underwood.

At 32, Fong is the youngest 
candidate for the governor’s of-
•ce running so far in a year which 
has seen many candidates throw 
their hat in the ring for the nomi-
nation (and some take it back out 
already).

With his background growing 
up in a family of eight children 
-- the son of a Chinese immigrant 
and a Nebraska farm girl -- Fong 
says he understands the impor-
tance of the support of parents, 
family, neighbors, school teachers, 
his pastors and others who helped 

Counterfeit bills
being passed in
area, sheriff warns

Ringgold county businesses 
need to be on the lookout for coun-
terfeit bills being passed, Ring-
gold county sheriff Mike Sobotka 
warned this week.
 Monday, Nov. 16, the of•ce re-
ceived information that counterfeit 
money was received at a local es-
tablishment.

Three counterfeit one dollar 
bills were recovered during the in-
vestigation.

All businesses are asked to be 
on the lookout for counterfeit bills 
and to contact the sheriff’s of•ce 
as soon as possible if any bills are 
encountered.

Anyone with information re-
garding the case is asked to contact 
the Ringgold County Sheriff’s Of-
•ce at 641-464-3921.

There have been setbacks of 
one sort or another, but progress is 
being made and it is now projected 
that the prototype for the •rst gen-
eration of wind turbines for Heart-
land Energy Systems will be built 
by the end of the •rst quarter of 
2010.    

That was the word that Todd 
Blanton and Larry Preston brought 
to the Mount Ayr city council Mon-
day night in a report on progress of 
the start-up energy •rm.

“It’s been a long and arduous 
process and not everyone under-
stands some of the obstacles we 
have run into, but we are making 
real progress,” Blanton told the 
council.
 The •rst setback came after the 
blade for the generator was de-
signed last year and the company 
went to manufacturers to get the 
blade made.
 As the •rm went from manu-
facturer to manufacturer they were 
told that the •rm was unknown or 
the blade was too small for manu-
facturing facilities. Others wanted 
huge startup fees up front.
 Finally the •rm decided that 
it needed to manufacture its own 
blades because the blade is such a 
radical departure from the design 
of other blades, Blanton said.
 The •rm is •nishing up the sec-
ond blade mold now and hopes to 
have it completed before Thanks-
giving.

Once the mold is complete, 

A visit with Healthcare Reloca-
tions, a facility update, talk about 
the disposal of the current facility 
and a sanitary sewer connection 
agreement were the main topics 
discussed at the regular monthly 
meeting of the Ringgold County 
Hospital board.

Healthcare Relocations
Hospital administrator Gordon 

Winkler stated that Healthcare 
Relocations will be at the hospital 
November 23, 24 and 25 review-
ing departmental guidelines for 
the move. Todd Willert from the 
Story County Hospital in Nevada 
is coming down to the hospital on 
Tuesday to meet with the manage-
ment team about their experience 
in moving from an old facility to 
the new facility.

Facility update
Winkler told the board that the 

med evacuation system is being 
started, the O2 system is being test-
ed and the medical gas plumbing 
is being certi•ed. The exam lights 
are in the emergency department.

In Areas B and D -- the kitchen 
through surgery and the Mount 
Ayr Medical Clinic up into physi-
cal therapy -- the •nal punch list 

County has big plans for host of Christmas activities
Any business, group, club, organi-
zation or individual may decorate 
and display a Christmas tree.

The museum has several trees 
available to be decorated if a group 
does not have their own.

The depot will be open during 
daylight hours from November 27 
tho December 5 so that trees can be 
brought in and decorated. All trees 
should be in place by December 5.

The trees will be on display 
during the lighted Christmas pa-
rade and Window Walk on Satur-
day, Dec. 5, and during the tour 
of homes on Saturday, Dec. 12, as 
well as at other times as requested.

Blockton event Dec. 5
The Blockton children’s Christ-

mas party will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 5, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
community building with Santa 
Claus on hand from 2:30 to 3:30 
p.m. Parents are asked to bring a 
plate of goodies.

There will be crafts, wagon 
rides and Santa’s visit. Parents are 
asked to dress children appropri-
ately for the weather.

Donations to help with the party 
can be given at the Blockton Post 
Of•ce or at the door.

Parade, Window Walk Dec. 5
The Ringgold County Tourism 

annual lighted Christmas parade 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 5, this 
year. Line-up will be at the Depot 
Museum at 5:30 p.m. and the pa-

rade will start at 6 p.m.
Theme this year will be “Mu-

sic in the Ayr” and participants are 
asked to play or sing their favorite 
Christmas carol as they proceed 
around the parade route.

Ringgold County Tourism is 
joining with the First Christian 
Church in serving beef burgers, 
chips, relishes, drinks and dessert 
at the church from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
before and after the parade for a 
freewill offering.

Also taking place on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, will be the Christmas Win-
dow Walk, where live scenes will 
be on display in business win-
dows.

Carol Ann McCreary and Bar-

bie Belzer are helping organize the 
window walk portion of the eve-
ning.
 Anyone interested in •lling a 
window with a Christmas scene 
is asket to contact McCreary 
at 641-340-0415 or Belzer at 
641-464-2335.

During the evening, the Senior 

Citizen Activity Center will also 
have an open house from 5 to 7:30 
p.m.

Cookies and coffee will be 
served and silent auction gift bas-
kets will be on display.

Tour of homes Dec. 12
The 21st annual Christmas tour 

of homes will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 12, from 4 to 7 p.m. There 
will be two businesses and four 
homes on the tour this year.

Advance tickets for the tour of 
homes will be on sale at the Mount 
Ayr Chamber of Commerce build-
ing or Country Blossoms. Tickets 
will also be available at the homes 
and people can purchase tickets at 
the •rst home they visit.

Ringgold Singer concert Dec.12
The Ringgold Singers will pres-

ent their annual Christmas concert 
“Christmas Inspirations” Saturday, 
Dec. 12, a 7:30 p.m. at the United 
Baptist-Presbyterian Church in 
Mount Ayr.

“Christmas Time Is Here,” “Up 
On The Housetop,” “Grow Up 
Christmas List,” “Wind Through 
the Olive Trees,” “A Baby Changes 
Everything” and “O Holy Night” 
are among selections planned.

There will also be time for car-
oling with the audience.

Kellerton event Dec. 19
The Kellerton Volunteer Fire 

Prototype progress being made 
on Heartland Energy turbine

Fong campaigns for
governer as outsider

Hospital board hears plans for
move, new facility open houses

prototype blades will begin to be 
constructed and sent off for test-
ing.

Now that the blade plant has 
been developed, it may be pos-
sible to built blades for other •rms 
as well, which would create some 
cash !ow. Right now the plant will 
be able to turn out 2 1/2 blades a 
day but Blanton says the •rm may 
have to build a second plant to 
keep up with the turbine assembly 
once production is fully underway.

“We will be able to assemble the 
turbines faster than our capacity to 
make the blades,” Blaton said.

Blanton said that their system 
will be able to turn out the fastest 
blade per mold cycle of any plant.

“Having much less capital ex-
penditure up front by building our 
own plant will make us very com-
petitive in the market place,” Blan-
ton said. “We don’t have huge debt 
to service in this economic down-
turn.”

Consultants have told Heartland 
Energy Solutions that they have 
a state of the art facility that will 
put out some of the highest quality 
blades in the world, Blaton said.

And a review of the innova-
tions that have been developed in 
the blade manufacturing facility 
alone had a consulting engineer 
saying that there were at least 10 
sideline businesses that could be 
started from blade manufacturing 
concepts that have been developed 
for the facility here.

 A •rm from Italy is being 
brought in to help design a robotic 
painting system for the blades and 
using the robotic systems for some 
of the •nishing steps will do away 
with some of the dirtier jobs while 
speeding up production, meaning 
more jobs overall will be avail-
able.

“You never know where the 
next hurdle may be,” he said. The 
•rm lost 90 days when they had 
some delamination problems with 
test panels that they had to try to 
•gure out.

It turned out that a truck driver 
had stopped the truck to take a 
nap and the resin that was being 
brought to the plant froze. When 
the resin was used, it did not work 
as it was supposed to because it 
has been damaged by temperature.
 “When we •nally got that •g-
ured out we were glad to know 
it wasn’t a problem with the pro-
cess, but we lost 90 days in trying 
to trace everything back to •gure 
out what had happened,” Blanton 
said.
 The •rm currently has 15 full-
time employees and four or •ve 
who are part-time employees and 
hopes to begin another phase of 
hiring after the •rst of the year.

“We don’t see any problem in 
reaching our original goal of 106 
employees and may need as many 
as 150 when we are in full produc-
tion,” Blanton said.

The plant hasn’t been sitting 

idle as machinery to handle the 
mold manufacturing process has 
been designed and built and pro-
cesses for assembling the wind tur-
bines developed and put in place.
 The •rm plans for 2010 to be 
a limited production year to intro-
duce the •rst models at a “rational 
rate” to make sure the brand-new 
technology works as expected.

The design of the new turbine 
system is to create a 100 kilowatt 
generation platform that can com-
plete with 500 to 600 kilowatt plat-
forms in generation.

“We will be providing a high 
ef•ciency platform at one-third the 
price of some of our competitors,” 
Blanton said.

The turbine will have a pat-
ented pitching system that is very 
compact and functional, providing 
the same abilities of systems four 
times the size. This will help keep 
down the weight of the turbine on 
the tower, Blanton said.
 The •rm is in the process of 
•nding vendors to produce many 
of the parts for the turbine such 
as bearings, transmissions and 
the like and the •rst manufactur-
ing will depend in part on when 
these parts are ready from suppli-
ers. Over 100 vendors are involved 
with the items needed for the tur-
bines.

According to what the vendors 
say, all the parts should be avail-
able so that the prototype turbine is 

items are being worked on. In Ar-
eas A and C, they will have the •-
nal punch list of what needs to be 
completed by November 23. One 
of the two radiology suites is be-
ing installed. The other is awaiting 
delivery.

The generator has been started 
and is being tuned. The ICN line is 
being installed. The maintenance 
department has sealed the !oor in 
purchasing. The only !ooring left 
to do is in the main lobby. 
 The •re alarm has been installed 
and the state •re marshal is sched-
uled to visit Monday. The hospital 
is experiencing some dif•culty in 
scheduling MediaCom to visit.

For the heating and cooling 
system, the rooftop units are still 
being worked on and systems be-

ing balanced. All of the trailers and 
storage boxes will be off of the site 
by November 30. The outdoor ox-
ygen tank has been delivered and 
•lled.
Disposal of the current facility

Dan Cunning and David Cun-
ning with United Country were 
present at the building to discuss 
the options for disposal of the 
current building. David Cunning 
shared with the board that he has 
talked to other commercial bro-
kers. The hospital needs to have 
some buyers to be able to auction 
the facility. It comes down to the 
functional use of the hospital. He 
stated that an auction might not be 
the best solution because the build-
ing is not in high demand.

When talking about different 

options for the disposition of the 
facility, Cunning suggested the 
board work on three things: 1) 
Coming up with a bottom price; 
2) coming up with prices for the 
demolition for the building, and 
3) composing a list of possible les-
sees.

Sanitary sewer connection 
agreement

Mayor Don Solliday was at the 
meeting to discuss the sanitary 
sewer connection agreement that 
the city council had drafted.  Win-
kler reviewed the events leading 
up to the agreement.

After much discussion, the 
board voted to develop a Memo-
randum of Understanding in refer-

Bad news about health insur-
ance premiums, offering a period 
of time to get an old home torn 
down, no to septic tank sludge 
from Clear•eld, a sewer agreement 
with the hospital and other topics 
were part of Mount Ayr  city coun-
cil meeting in addition to a report 
on the Heartland Energy Solutions 
plant reported in a separate story.

Health insurance hike
The city of Mount Ayr received 

notice from Blue Cross Blue Shield 
that its health insurance premiums 
will be going up 17.4 percent for 
the coming year which begins in 
January.

With the increase, insurance 
for a family plan would increase 
$194.99 a month or $2,339.88 per 
year.

The city pays family insurance 
for all but one of the city employ-
ees. City superintendent Chuck 
Waske is the exception.

City employees currently have 
insurance with $500 deductible 
for singles and $1,000 for families 
with maximum copays of $1,000 
for singles and $2,000 for a fam-

Mount Ayr council hears 
bad insurance cost news

ily. A dental plan is also included 
as well as $20,000 in life insurance 
and $20,000 in death and dismem-
berment insurance.

City employees have some of 
the best health insurance coverage 
of any governmental employees in 
the area, it was noted.
 The insurance bene•t increase 
would be the same as an hourly 
wage increase of more than $1.25 a 
hour, much more than the city can 
afford in tough economic times.

The city and the city union are 
heading to a mediator in their ne-
gotiations and the new health care 
increases will be a big factor in 
what the city feels it will be able 
to pay for in a settlement with the 
union.

Mayor Don Solliday and city 
clerk Pam Poore were set to meet 
with an insurance representative 
Tuesday to talk about getting a 
reduction in the increase or other 
insurance options.

The council cannot unilater-
ally make a change in health care 
bene•ts, however, and must have 
agreement from the union in any 

changes, it was noted.
Jim Feeback noted that he feels 

the city will have to look at fur-
lough days or layoffs of employ-
ees.

Utility charge waiver
Fred Shields attended the meet-

ing Monday night in place of Mike 
Shields to ask the council to waive 
the minimum utility charge for the 
property at 500 West Adams Street 
until it could be torn down.

The men recently purchased the 
home, which they are working on 
getting demolished.

The work depends on Alliant 
Energy getting the gas service to 
the house shut off and Jeff Sickels 
will then tear the house down.

The council voted to give the 
Sickels 90 days to get the home 
removed. If work is not completed 
by that time,  utility bills would be 
charged retroactively for the grace 
period.
 In response to a question, super-
intendent Chuck Waske noted that 
Sickels would cap the sewer line 

him move from a life of sometime 
free school lunches and hand-
me-down clothing to receive the 
education that has allowed him to 
become successful in the business 
world. He says he’s a product of 
the “Iowa Dream.”

During the farm crisis years of 
the 1980s his father worked two or 
three jobs to help the family get by 
and he walked beans and picked up 
hay to help as well.
 He points to the sacri•ces of 
his parents that helped him get the 
start he did to make a life for him-
self.

He graduated from high school 
at age 16 and received a degree in 
statistics from Creighton Univer-
sity, graduating •rst in his class, 
at age 19. After trying out medical 
school, he decided that wasn’t for 
him and ended up earning an MBA 
from the Tuck School of Business 
at Dartmouth, where he graduated 
with high honors.

Fong came back to Iowa, unlike 
some young Iowans who get their 
education and head for other plac-
es because he says he loves Iowa, 
and feels committed and obligated 
to the state.

He and his wife, Jenell, have 

three children -- sons Luther, sev-
en, and Ty, •ve, and daughter Elsa, 
two. Helping insure that they have 
a chance at the Iowa dream is one 
of his goals. “I’d hate to look back 
and •nd I had not done all that I 
could to preserve it,” he said.

In fact he’s chaired the Genera-
tion Iowa Commission working to 
make cities, companies and the 
state more appealing to the next 
generation to make their homes in 
their home state.

As well as his successful ca-
reer at AEGON USA, an insurance 
company located in Cedar Rapids 
where he spearheads the compa-
ny’s connections with Asia, Fong 
has been active in Cedar Rapids 
community affairs.

He sees his connections in Asia 
as ways that he could open Asian 
markets to Iowa products as gover-
nor.

He founded and is president and 
CEO of Corridor Recovery, a non-
pro•t !ood relief organization that 
coordinated recovery efforts after 
the Cedar Rapids !ood of 2008. 
The group coordinated thousands 
of volunteers, partnering private 
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Republican governor candidate Christian Fong visits with Tracee Knapp during a stop at the Mount Ayr Record-
News Thursday as part of a campaign visit to Ringgold county.

Groups visit hospital as •nishing touches worked on
A big push is on to •nish the construction of the 
new Ringgold County Hospital facility for move in 
scheduled in mid-December. Meanwhile a number 

of groups like the Mount Ayr Lions Club shown here 
have received early tours of the facility. The public 
open house is planned for Sunday, Dec. 13.
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constructed by March 31.
That deadline is at the mercy 

of the suppliers, however, Blanton 
noted.

The research and design phase 
had awakened interest in the tur-
bines from a number of •rms. 
“Sandia Labs is wanting to do re-
search in our plant,” Blanton noted 
as one example.

Once all the parts for the tur-
bine itself are received, the turbine 
will have to be run on the test stand 
which has been developed with cy-
cle changes, speed changes and the 
like to make sure it holds up to the 
wind curves designed to test the in-
strument.

“We have to make sure the tur-
bine can withstand 50-year wind 
gusts, ice and the like and simulate 
the blade turning and pitching sys-
tem working,” Blaton said.

He said one of the recent proj-
ects has been building the test 
stand, which the crews built for 
$250,000 instead of the $2 million 
or more a purchased one would 
have cost.

The towers that will hold up 
the turbines and blades are now in 
design and it is hoped that the •rst 
tower for the prototype turbine will 
be put up in Mount Ayr sometime 
after Christmas.

“We will be putting up the tower 
and taking it down several time to 
help train installation crews and to 
get feedback from crane operators 
on the best way to proceed with in-
stallation,” Blanton said.
 Blanton noted that the •rm 
hopes to be able to use •berglas 
towers for the turbines.

“We appreciate the patience 
people have had with our slower 
than hoped for start, but we have 
been accomplishing a lot of things 
and have built a revolutionary fa-
cility here,” Blaton said.

While work is done to get the 
•rst designs into production, re-
search and development continues 
on new models to add additional 
improvements and ef•ciencies, 
Blaton said. “Research and devel-
opment is a continuing process,” 
he said.

Working on the project has 
been the opportunity of a lifetime, 
Blanton says. In many engineering 
positions, one works on designing 
one aspect of a project.

Here the challenge has been to 
get the whole project designed and 
Blanton and Preston have worked 
long hours coming up with innova-
tive solutions for developing the 
turbines as well as the plant to do 
the manufacturing in.

Blanton was very complimen-
tary of the employees the •rm has 
and their willingness to learn new 
skills and to be cross-trained so 
they understand all the processes 
of the plant.
 “We are not some !y-by-night-
ers,” Blanton said. “We have some 
of the best people in the wind en-
ergy business helping us with the 
project because they are excited 
about some of the breakthroughs 
we are coming up with.”

In terms of marketing the tur-
bines once they start coming off 
the assembly line, Blanton says 
there are a number of markets.

Schools and universities are 
looking at the turbines for provid-

ing electricity for their facilities. 
Factories are another market for 
the systems.

Because the turbines will run 
at lower windspeeds than other 
turbines and will be much more 
economical, there are a number of 
markets for the turbines.

Instead of wind farms like the 
groupings of the large generators 
are called, Heartland Energy Solu-
tions is looking to produce turbines 
for wind “gardens.”
 The pro•tability of the turbines 
depends on how much of the time 
the wind actually turns the blades 
as well as the generation compared 
to the costs.

“Our turbines should provide 
better economics in both areas,” 
Blanton said.

One project that is being dis-
cussed is the Northern Corridor 
project, a rail line which runs 150 
miles in Iowa. Because the turbines  
have a 90 foot diameter footprint 
they would •t in the railroad right 
of way and supply energy for etha-
nol and biodiesel plants which are 
being built along the rail line.

“It would be a system of using 
wind to help make other forms of 
renewable energy,” Blanton noted. 

Council member Jim Feeback 
asked Blanton when the city should 
begin talks if it wanted to get into 
the wind energy business.

Blanton said that now was the 
time and he suggested that council 
members talk with company CEO 
Charles Sharp if they are interested 
in exploring the possiblities.

Mayor Solliday thanked the 
engineers for the presentation on 
the progress of the plant and said 

and public resources to clean and 
rebuild many homes in the Cedar 
Rapids area.
 “The Cedar Rapids !ood was 
the second largest contemporary 
natural disaster to Hurricane Ka-
trina in the United States and mar-
shaling the community to come 
back has been important work,” he 
noted

His message is one of freedom, 
personal responsibility, opportuni-
ty, limited government and a com-
mitment to each other that he sees 
as Iowa core values.

“The way state government is 
functioning right now, the system 
is broken,” Fong says. “It’s become 
a system of turf wars where prob-
lems are perpetuated because the 
politicians gain something from 
keeping problems going instead of 
solving them.”
 The state is in a real •nancial 
mess right now, Fong says. 

“If the state budget were medi-
cine we’d be ready for a malprac-
tice suit,” he said. “We just don’t 
have something similar phrase to 
describe what that is in terms of 
politics.”

“I’ve been shocked and dis-
mayed the more I’ve looked at the 
state •nances and seen the two sets 
of books and obscuring of facts 
that I call •nancial corruption,” 
he says. “We need to commit to be 
open with the public about how we 
are spending their money.”

Worse yet is what he calls the 
legal corruption he sees -- politi-
cian paying off their supporters 
within the law while cheating the 
taxpayers they are supposed to be 
serving.

“We need to return to honest 
government and honest budgeting 

and spending that we can trust,” he 
said.

“If we are out of money, we 
need to tell people we are out of 
money and make the adjustments 
and cutback we need to make to 
live within our means,” he said. 
“Borrowing from trust funds and 
borrowing from future generations 
is just not right.”

Fong says he believes Iowans 
are looking for someone who will 
stand up and draw the line.

“Coming from outside the po-
litical system may be just what 
is needed to help be the kind of 
leader the state needs now instead 
of the liability that some critics are 
trying to make it,” he said.

Fong says he has three main 
goals for his administration as gov-
ernor.

One is to ensure job and popu-
lation growth in all of Iowa’s 99 
counties.
 “There are 85 counties in Iowa 
which essentially have never re-
covered from the farm crisis in the 
early 1980s,” Fong said. “My goal 
will be to make sure development 
is evident in all areas of the state.”

A second goal is to stop the 
brain drain problem of young peo-
ple leaving the state and not return-
ing. More than that, Fong would 
work to make Iowa a magnet to 
draw people from other states from 
all ages.

In terms of economic develop-
ment, he would like to see a system 
that doesn’t just pick a few winners 
and a number of loosers but evens 
the playing •eld so businesses of 
all types can have the opportunity 
to prosper.

A third goal is to eliminate the 
state income tax by 2020, a mea-
sure he says will lead to job growth 

and economic growth for the state 
as a whole.

A social conservative, he is a 
pro-life supporter and stands for 
traditional marriage, though he is 
not against enusuring such rights 
as hospital visitation and •nancial 
rights for homosexual couples.

After visiting Ringgold coun-
ty, he said he felt like many Iowa 
communities, this area had a vision 
to grow as long as state and fed-
eral governments did not get in the 
way.

In terms of the Republican 
Party, Fong says he sees himself 
as a uni•er -- bring a unique back-
ground to the party that could help 
strengthen the party.

“My strength is in strategic 
planning, looking at what the fu-
ture could look like and then help-
ing design how to get there,” he 
said.

“We need to go beyond just 
hoping for change to embracing 
restoration,” he said. “Restoring 
Iowa values that unify us, common 
sense government that is smarter 
and smaller and restoring •rst in 
the nation status in small business 
climate, community-based solu-
tions and education.”

Getting his message out and in-
troducing his new face to people all 
over the state is what he is working 
on now.

And visits to the Ringgold 
county area are not just something 
he plans to do in the campaign.

“I have pledged to get out to all 
of Iowa’s 99 counties each year to 
talk to Iowans week to week, not 
just during the campaign season,” 
Fong said.
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was going on so they could help 
answer naysayers in the commu-
nity.

Solliday also taped the presen-
tation so he could share it with 
people who had questioned him 
about the progress of the plant. 

CRP payments 
being made in Iowa
 Iowa has started issuing 
$197,990,525 in Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) payments to 
eligible producers in Iowa. 
 More than $1.7 billion in CRP 
payments are being made on ap-
proximately 31 million acres 
across the country.
 “The Conservation Reserve 
Program works cooperatively with 
America’s farmers and ranchers 
to conserve and preserve the soil 
and water that we, and numerous 
wildlife species, depend on for sur-
vival,” said John Whitaker, state 
executive director of the FSA.
 The payments announced are 
annual rental payments earned on 
the 1,709,126 acres, (105,362 CRP 
contracts) enrolled in the CRP in 
Iowa. This includes all acres en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP), 
continuous sign-up program and 
all general sign-ups.
 This voluntary program helps 
ag producers safeguard environ-
mentally sensitive land. Producers 
enroll in CRP and plant long-term, 
resource-conserving covers to im-
prove water quality, control soil 
erosion and enhance habitats for 
waterfowl and wildlife. 


