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Health reform
listening post
with Harkin aide

John Moreland, an aide to U. 
S. Senator Tom Harkin, will hold 
a listening post on health reform 
on Thursday, June 18, at the Senior 
Citizen Activity Center in Mount 
Ayr.

Senator Harkin chairs the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions (HELP) Committee’s Pre-
vention and Public Health Work-
ing Group charged with crafting 
the prevention and public health 
components of the health reform 
bill. 

Moreland will bring Harkin’s 
mobile Senate of•ce to Mount Ayr 
to hear the concerns of Ringgold 
county residents regarding health 
reform.

“We need a much greater em-
phasis on preventing disease and 
keeping people healthy, rather than 
merely treating them once they 
are ill,” said Harkin.  “The only 
way we can rein in skyrocketing 
health care costs that are making 
it so dif•cult for families to afford 
coverage, and placing such strain 
on our whole economy, is to invest 
in prevention efforts that can be 

Iowa ag secretary
to visit Mount Ayr
at REC June 23
 As part of his effort to visit 
each county in the state each year, 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Bill 
Northey  has announced that he 
will be holding a town meeting in 
Ringgold county Tuesday, June 23 
to meet with Iowans and discuss 
agriculture and the issues facing 
farmers in the state.
 His Ringgold county stop will 
be at 11 a.m. at the Southwest Iowa 
Rural Electric Cooperative com-
munity room at 1502 West South 
Street  in Mount Ayr.

A big step in the process to make 
blades for wind generators at the 
Heartland Energy Solutions Inc. 
plant in Mount Ayr took place last 
week when the •rst of the molds 
for the blades was constructed.

A crew of plant employees and 
youth from the area put together 
the •berglass mold which will 
be used when making the unique 
blade for the Freedom series of 
wind generators that the plant here 
is developing.

Working on getting the process 
in place for getting the •rst of the 
unique blades manufactured for 
the generators, which are designed 
to work at windspeeds as low as 
six miles per hour instead of the 
higher speeds needed for the big-
ger generators, is kind of like get-
ting ready for a birth. Things don’t 
just happen overnight.

Dr. Kyle K. Wetzel, who de-
signed the blade for the company, 
was on hand to help supervise the 
mold building effort.

On Wednesday, June 10, the 
•rst eight layers of •berglass was 
made for the mold. After placing 
some heating elements on the •rst 
layers, eight more layers were add-
ed on Friday, June 12.

The crew had practiced the ef-
fort on Monday, June 8, before ac-
tually making the mold.

Now that one  mold is com-
pleted, work is being done to make 
the mold for the other side of the 
blade, said Larry Preston, who 
talked about the blade manufactur-
ing process.

Once production begins, the 
two halves of the blade will be 
stuck together with an adhesive to 
make the completed blade.

The process of making the •-
berglass mold included laying 
down sheets of •berglass and bath-

 Paperwork which is part of two 
Community Development Block  
Grants the city has received, ap-
proval of a revised law enforce-
ment contract and discussion of 
minimum monthly usage charges 
were among topics for the Mount 
Ayr  city council at its regular 
meeting Monday night.
 A response from B & M Recy-
cling, a contract for engineering 
services for the sewer extension 
project, a planned power outage, a 
liquor license for a new bar, a tax 
abatement request for a new home 
and a number of other discussion 
topics were also handled by the 
board at the meeting.

Grant paperwork
 There was some progress 
and some delay announced 
when Jeremy Rounds and  
Nick Schieffer from the Southern 
Iowa Council of Governments 
talked with the council about grant 
paper work Monday night.
 The obstacle came in the prepa-
ration for the work to go forward 

Fair book reveals
schedule of events

The entertainment schedule for the Ringgold County Fair has 
been released this week with the publication of the annual fair book.

The •rst night of entertainment will be Wednesday, July 8, with 
the cowgirl queen and princess contest at 6:30 p.m and the rodeo at 8 
p.m.

Activities Thursday, July 9 will include the Ringgold County Fair 
queen and princess crowning, followed by local talent performance 
and a pie auction.

Friday, July 10, the Bill Riley Talent show will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
and the IAMO tractor pull will also begin at 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, July 11, there will be a car and truck show at 10 a.m. and 
a demolition derby including a lawnmower demolition derby at 6:30 
p.m.

A concert by Douglas Acres will be held at 8:30 p.m., followed by 
a Flashing Thunder •reworks display.

Sunday, July 12, there will be ATV races at 11 a.m. and a mud run 
at 2 p.m.

The 4-H and FFA livestock sale at 6 p.m. will close out the fair.
The judging schedule will see the 4-H exhibit building, clothing 

selection and fashion revue judging and open class set up on Wednes-
day, July 8.

Thursday, July 9, communications presentations, poultry and rab-
bit judging on tap.

Friday the swine show, goat show, sheep show, bucket calf confer-
ence judging, pet show and dog show are planned.
 Saturday the feeder calf, breeding beef, bucket calf and market 

 The Mount Ayr Community el-
ementary Sites For Learning (SFL) 
program got underway Monday, 
June 8.  
 The theme for this summer is 
“Oh The Places You Will Go. . 
. Around the World At Summer 
SFL”.  
 Students will visit a new area 
of the world each week.  The •rst 
week they ventured to Australia 
where they learned many fun and 
exciting things.  When asking the 
kids to tell of something new they 
learned the words used in Australia 
were a big hit. 
 Did you know cotton candy is 
fairy !oss, cookies are a biscuit 
and “hooroo” is goodbye in Aus-
tralia?   
 Students will travel to Asia, Af-
rica, South America/Mexico and 
Europe during the summer pro-
gram.  
 The program is offered to all 
students from PreK (students who 
will be attending kindergarten 
in the fall through third grade). 

Building mold for blade 
milestone for Heartland

SFL students learning 
about world in program

Grant paperwork, law sharing 
contract lead city council action

Hospital board knee-deep in work
on completing building project

on the sewer line extension to 
homes on North Taylor and North 
Hayes Streets in Mount Ayr.

After a review of preliminary 
information from the State Histori-
cal Society of Iowa, a letter was 
received noting that a portion of 
the project “traverses undisturbed 
headwalls of an unnamed intermit-
tent stream. Prehistoric resource 
procurement sites are frequently 
found in similar topographic set-
tings.”

A phase I intensive survey for 
all areas where profound distur-
bance cannot be demonstrated is 
being required for the project.

Once a survey is done, the State 
Historical Society has 30 days to 
review the new survey before giv-
ing approval for work to move 
ahead.

The Community Development 
Block Grant money will not be re-
leased until the survey is done and 
contracts cannot be granted until 
the money is of•cially released.

While the survey may cost in 

the range of $3,000 to get done, 
the delay in when the work on the 
project can begin is the big prob-
lem.
 The council approved moving 
ahead to try to •nd a group to do 
the Phase 1 archeological survey 
of the site.
 Other paperwork for the CDBG 
grants the council has received for 
the sewer project and a housing 
rehabilitation project was easier 
to handle but involved a mound of 
paperwork.
 The council passes a resolu-
tion clarifying its commitment of 
$15,000 in city funds to match the 
CDBG housing rehabilitation grant 
of a little over $200,000, which will 
be used to rehabilitate •ve more 
homes in Mount Ayr. The council 
had clari•ed the commitment in an 
earlier resolution, but the govern-
ment asked for a new resolution on 
the matter to be passed, which the 
council did.
 There are a whole series of pol-
icies that the council is required to 

pass each time a CDBG grant is re-
ceived, even though most of them 
are already on the city books.
 Policies on the prohibition of 
use of excessive force, equal op-
portunity, residential antidisplace-
ment and relocation, code of con-
duct, af•rmative fair housing and 
form of procurement were all ap-
proved by the council.
 The council also approved a 
policy that allowed mayor pro tem 
Gerald Cannon to sign CDBG pa-
perwork in the absence of the may-
or.
 Rounds noted that the environ-
mental assessment for the housing 
rehabilitation grant was underway 
as well as a noise assessment for 
areas where houses might be reha-
bilitated.
 A third grant that Rounds has 
been working on is for the bath-
house at the aquatic center, where 
FEMA funds would be used to pro-
vide a multi-purpose building that 

Russell Reynolds brought his new baby goats to share with the students as part of the Sites For Learning pro-
gram at the Mount Ayr Community schools this summer.

 There are 92 students enrolled 
to attend the SFL summer program 
this year.   
 The program runs Monday 
through Thursday for •ve weeks 
this summer.  The students partici-
pate in a variety of academic activ-
ities in the morning and then enjoy 
a variety of recreation activities in 
the afternoon.  
 Students have attended story 
hour at the public library, gone 
swimming at the pool, participated 
in the reading program at the pool 
during pool checks,  enjoyed play-
ing on the new playground equip-
ment at Judge Lewis park and have 
taken in a few movies on rainy 
days so far this summer.  
 The program is being held at 
the middle school rooms due to 
construction and getting things 
•xed from the !ooding at the el-
ementary building.  
 Summer tutors include PreK/
Kindergarten: Betsy Budach and 
Jane Uhlenkamp, •rst grade: 
Chandra Drake and Sherry Norris, 

second and third grade: Courtney 
Werner and Jess Frost.  
 Program assistants for the sum-
mer program include Kelsey Geist, 
Emily Uhlenkamp, Ashlie Greene, 
Cody Ray and Tracee Knapp.

Flag Day was observed in Mount Ayr with a •ag 
remembrance ceremony at the Mount Ayr American 
Legion Post 172 in Mount Ayr Sunday. Over 200 Ameri-
can •ags that had outlived their serviceability were 

burned in a ceremony outside the Legion building and 
refreshments were then served. This is what the scene 
looked like as the •ags were consumed by the blaze in 
the respectful ceremony. Photo by Vera Haley

Flags retired in Flag Day ceremony

Crews work on building up the !berglass layers which will make the mold for half of the big blades which will 
be used on the Heartland Energy Solutions Inc. wind generators that will be manufactured at the plant here in 
Mount Ayr. Employees and young people from the community helped with the effort last week.

ing them in resin that will bind the 
pieces together once cured. Two 
types of resin were being pumped 
together in pumps and old potato 
salad buckets were used to make 
the resin transfer to the workers.
 The workers donned rubber 
gloves and plastic sleeves to keep 
them out of the resin.
 Precut pieces of •berglas were 
laid in place over a wooden base 
held up by a strong metal frame 
and the resin poured over them. 
The •rst layer was smoothed out 
by hand, sort of like the •nger-
painting skills of kindergarten.
 Later layers were rolled down 
with rollers to make sure there 
were no air spaces in the growing 
layers. Kind of resin and roll to 
coin a phrase.
 Once the molds are completed, 
actual manufacture of blades can 
begin.
 The blade manufacturing pro-
cess will used an Vaccum Assist 
Resin Transfer Mode (VARTM) 
where the blade material is drawn 
into the mold, where it sets up.
 The process will be used to 
make both halves of the blade, 
which will then be sealed together 
with an epoxy to make the com-
plete blade.
 It is expected that the blade pro-
cess will take about an hour in the 
beginning, but the engineers hope 
to have that time cut down to 15 
minutes when production gets up 
to speed.
 Once the blade is put together, 
it will move to a •nishing area, 
where the end of the blade will be 
trimmed and holes bored in it for 
the assembly which will hold it to 
the generator equipment.
 The blade will be touched up 
and any surface issues •xed  and 
then it will go to a coatings booth, 

where the •nal •nish will be put on 
the blade.
 Once the second mold is com-
pleted and the •rst blade construct-
ed, it will be cut apart to check for  
quality control.
 The next two blades will be 
sent away for certi•cation of the 
construction quality.
 The next three blades will then 
be used to construct the prototype 
generator which will be installed 
at the plant in the manufacturing 
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Discussion with a relocation 
company, city sewer connection, 
a project update, federal health 
care reform and initial appoint-
ments and reappointments made to 
the medical staff were topics that 
headed the monthly hospital board 
meeting Monday evening.

Relocation company
Hospital administrator Gordon 

Winkler met with Ian Endacottcott, 
who is with a health care relocation 
company. Endacott made a presen-
tation and outlined their services. 
The process will be to interview 
each department and assess move 
requirements and develop a se-
quence, inventory the move, such 
as how many carts, boxes and the 
like will be needed, identify trans-
ferable equipment, review new, 
owner purchased and installed 
equipment, develop spreadsheet 

with information and coordinate 
the patient move plan.

City sewer connection
Winkler met with Superinten-

dent Russ Reiter and the school 
board and explained what the hos-
pital would like to accomplish. 
A follow-up visit was made with 
Cliff Reep of Yanik Company, 
Reiter and school personnel. They 
walked the site, discussed proposed 
route of sewer line and staked it. 
Supt. Reiter made a second pre-
sentation to the school board. A 
draft agreement for an easement 
between the school and the hos-
pital is now being developed. The 
site has not been surveyed yet so a 
legal description is not available at 
this time.

Winkler will visit with Kathy 
Lambert at USDA about contrac-
tors addendums and identifying 

who can do the work. 
Project update

A building project update was 
also presented. Winkler stated that 
contractors have completed veri•-
cation of data outlets in areas A, B, 
C and D. Phone, power and other 
low voltage outlets have been in-
stalled in Areas B and D. Area D is 
100 percent sheetrocked and work-
ers have started mudding. Area B is 
substantially sheet rocked. Patient 
rooms are framed, shower and sink 
units have been installed and the  
head wall units are in.

On the exterior, the light pole 
bases and paving are completed 
on the south parking lot. The site 
preparation on the west side is 
pretty much done to grade. Work-
ers are starting to grade the east 
side and are starting to work in the 
!y ash and then they will begin to 

compact rock on the the west side 
in preparation for paving. The out-
building is framed and the slab has 
been paved.

The hospital disconnect box 
and the Alliant transformer have 
been installed on the east side. Al-
liant will not power the box with-
out a blast wall between the build-
ing and the box. A plan is currently 
being implemented to control the 
humidity on the inside of the build-
ing.

Federal health care reform
The country is in the midst of 

a health care reform initiative that 
could change the face of health 
care dramatically and Winkler 
shared information with the board 
and noted that board members will 
need to try to keep up on what is 
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being developed in Washington, 
D.C. this summer.

The Obama administration 
health care reform iniative is to 
have bills drafted by the middle of 
June, markups •ninished by early 
July, conference committee work 
done and a bill ready to approve 
by October 15. Plans are to limit 
passage to a simple majority which 
will mean that the Democrats will 
pretty much write the new bill.

When the Clinton administra-
tion effort to work on health care 
was done, a detailed plan was pre-
sented and battle over the detailed 
plan eventually stopped progress. 
The Obama plan, on the other hand, 
is to present objectives and param-
eters with the important details to 
be worked out along the way.

Winkler shared a number of ar-
ticles with board members about 
the process and what the hospital 
and local doctors will need to keep 
an eye on during the discussion 
on the future of health care in the 
country.

One of the talking points to as-
sist in health care reform is val-
ue-based purchasing. The Iowa 
Hospital Association supports the 
concept of moving the Medicare 
program toward a value-based pur-
chasing (VBP) payment system. 
IHA believes that ef•ciency is the 
key to long-term sustainability of 
the Medicare program.

Another point is the support 
for programs that support medical 
education. Over the past few years, 
capital indirect medical education 
(IME) payments have been threat-
ened with regulatory cuts that have 
very narrowly been avoided. Cuts 
to IME payments are •nancially 
damaging to hospitals that rely on 
funding to provide education to the 
future health care workforce. With 
ever-increasing health professional 
shortage areas in Iowa and across 
the country, now is not the time 
to be cutting back or eliminating 
education payments to teaching 
hospitals.

Fixing the sustainable growth 
rate (SGR) for physicians in the 
Medicare program is also a major 
factor. The formula that Medicare 
used to calculate physician reim-
bursements is !awed resulting in 
massive proposed cuts to physi-
cian payments on an annual basis 
that have only been prevented by 
last-minute congressional action. 
At present, physicians face a po-
tential 21 percent cut in FY 2010 if 
this formula is not corrected.

Another issue is addressing 
“low-volume” (tweener) and rural 
referral hospitals. Tweener hospi-
tals are rural hospitals within the 
prospective payment system that, 
due to low Medicare patient vol-
ume, experience disproportionate 
payment shortfalls. The tweener 
“•x” language that provides a 
“low-volume adjustment” has 
been inserted and removed from a 
half-dozen bills over the past few 
years. The issue did not receive 
adequate Congressional attention 
as there are relatively few tweener 
hospitals nationwide and the speci-
•city of the issue makes it dif•cult 
to insert into other legislation.

Yet another major concern is the 
preservation of critical access hos-
pital program. The nation’s Critical 
Access Hospital (CAH) program 
has been extremely bene•cial to 
preserving access to health care, 
especially in rural areas like many 
in Iowa. Iowa’s 82 CAH hospitals 
have excellent records of service 
and the program should remain in-
tact as well as current funding and 
payment methods for CAHs within 

the Medicare (and Medicaid) pro-
grams. 

The last talking point of the 
health care reform is the challeng-
es to hospitals’ tax-exempt status/
charity care mandates. The •nance 
committees “•nancing” options 
paper included a section that would 
attempt to “codify organizational 
and operational requirements for 
determining whether a hospital is a 
charitable organization for the pur-
posed of tax-exempt status.” This 
approach would try and put into 
place a one-size-•ts-all approach 
for community bene•ts, would 
standardize these requirements on 
a nationwide basis and would in-
stitute •nancial penalties for hos-
pitals found to be in non-compli-
ance. Hospitals need the !exibility 
to develop community bene•t pro-
grams by working with their com-
munities’ needs as they have a long 
history of doing. Any attempts to 
legislate community bene•t man-
dates should be resisted.

During his weekly address to 
the nation on Saturday, president 
Barack Obama announced that he 
will seek more that $300 billion in 
additional cuts from Medicare and 
Medicaid payments to help •nance 
health care reform. Two-thirds of 
the new proposed spending cuts 
come from hospital payments. The 
President proposed $106 billion in 
‘savings’ by cutting the Medicare 
and Medicaid DSH programs by 
75 percent. In addition, the presi-
dent proposed $110 billion in ‘sav-
ings’ by reducing in!ationary up-
dates with an annual ‘productivity 
adjustment,’ the greatest impact on 
hospitals.

These ‘savings’ are in addition 
to the President’s FY2010 budget 
proposal to cut Medicare and Med-
icaid spending by $309 billion. 
They are also in addition to the $38 
billion in previously announced 
reform-related cuts and $41 billion 
in cuts in the proposed Fy20120 
inpatient PPS rule. 

IHA will be analyzing the pro-
posal’s speci•cs and determining 
as best possible the Iowa impact. 
IHA will also be coordinating their 
messages and advocacy strategy 
with AHA. 

Initial appointment to staff
 The board approved the fol-
lowing initial appointment to staff: 
Jessica Mathisen, PA-C, Nephrol-
ogy, allied health staff.

Reappointment to staff
 The board approved the fol-
lowing reappointment to the staff: 
Praveen Gundelly, M.D., Internal 
Medicine, active staff; Shehada 
Homedan, M.D., Orthopedics, con-
sulting staff; Robert Shreck, M.D., 
Oncology, consulting staff; Prem 
Chandran, M.D. Nephrology, con-
sulting staff; Sanjiv Dahal, M.D. 
Nephrology, consulting staff; Siva 
Jagarlapudi, M.D. Nephrology, 
consulting staff; Thomas Jobin-
son, M.D., Nephrology, consulting 
staff; Robert Leisy, D.O., Nephrol-
ogy, consulting staff; Craig Sha-
dur, M.D., Nephrology, consult-
ing staff; Robert N. Smith, D.O., 
Nephrology, consulting staff; Da-
vid Ahnen, DPM, Podiatry, allied 
health staff and Kent Webb, M.A. 
Audiology, allied health staff.

Financial
 The hospital now has 15 patients 
in dialysis and is waiting for several 
who have been determined will need 
dialysis but are not ready to start 
yet. 
 Overall revenue was 13.9 percent 
over budget for May and is 1.9 
percent over budget year-to-date. 
All areas were busy, with surgery, 
surgical supplies and pharmacy rev-
enue having the biggest impact. 

 Medicare contractuals are a little 
higher than budgeted due to patient 
mix. Insurance contractuals are 
higher than budgeted. This trend 
continues as they see more and 
more individual insurances sign on 
with major PPO networks such as 
Midlands Choice, which the hospital 
participates in.
 Purchased services are under 
budget for the month, re!ecting 
a decrease in utilization for some 
services such as echocardiology and 
the shift from EmCare covering ER 
to more of the employed physicians 
covering the ER. 
 Supplies and expenses are over 
budget, re!ecting increased costs for 
orthopedic supplies and implants. 
 Overall, operating expenses 
are 1.6 percent over budget for the 
month and breakeven year-to-date. 
Roberts feels this is very good, 
considering the signi•cant costs they 
have incurred with the setup of the 
orthopedic clinic such as equipment, 
supplies and added staff time. Wages 
and bene•ts are right on budget 
overall. Nursing is over budget due 
to paid time off not being used as 
quickly as budgeted. Professional 
wages and bene•ts are over budget 
due to more coverage time of ER.  
 The hospital received $58,712 
in county tax aid this month. In-
vestment income shows a negative 
$11,954 because investment earn-
ings on the construction fund was 
shown on the income statement 
and should have been capitalized 
and netted against the cost of the 
interest expense for  the construction 
project. That error was corrected this 
month.
 They had a positive operating 
margin of $82,989, which gives a 
positive bottom line after other non-
operating revenue of $134,431 for 
the month, with a positive bottom 
line of $883,040 for the year.
 An increase in the accounts 
payable was due to the timing of 
the the CFO’s vacation in May and 
the lender requiring an “oversight” 
architect’s approval before any in-
voices can be paid from now on so 
construction invoices were not paid 
until June 3. 
 Overall cash !ow for the month 
was a negative $986,351. Opera-
tions generated $656,838. Capital 
expenditures were $1,688,149 
and  $13,358 was paid in principle 
payments. All of the capital expen-
ditures related to the construction 
project except the orthopedic surgi-
cal table.

Patient Care
 Admissions in acute care were 
35, compared to 24 last month and 
39 in the previous year. Acute pa-
tient days were 105 month-to-date 
compared to 68 last month and 116 
in the previous year. The average 
daily census is 6.0 month-to-date 
compared to 3.75 last month and 
7.0 in the previous year.
 Figures in ancillary services 
procedures for the month included 
ambulance, 32; dialysis, 176; 
emergency room, 159; laboratory 
tests, 12,627; minor procedures, 
36;  physical therapy procedures, 
778; X-ray procedures, 311; re-
spiratory therapy procedures, 298; 
surgical procedures, 26; CT scans, 
62; ultrasound exams, 24; mam-
mography exams, 50; MRI exams, 
26; nuclear scans, 12 and infusion 
therapy, 142.

Greg Jobe and Larry Teply were 
not present at the meeting.

incorporated into how we extend 
coverage, how we reform the pay-
ment system and how we engage 
in systems reform.”
 Harkin encouraged all residents 
in Ringgold county to come out to 
this event to •nd out what his staff 
is working on or how they can help 
them.

 

site  in the industrial park in Mount 
Ayr.
 The company of•cials are not 
making any public projections on 
when the prototype generator will 
be up and in place, giving the un-
foreseen challenges that can arise 
along the way toward getting the 
•rst generator built.
 Making the step of having the 
•rst mold completed is a major 
one, but there will be many more 
•rsts before blades are rolling off 
the line and generators are being 
installed from the plant.
 Staff members from the plant 
helping make the mold included 
Todd Blanton, Larry Preston, Gary 
Hartsook, Mike Cooper, Ed Corum, 
Donnie Gillespie, Shannon Hart-
man, D. J. Miller, Jan Shervheim, 
Delbert Stevens and John Weaver.
 Students and volunteers helping 
with the mold project included Ko-
rey Beaman, Hannah Blanton, Ruth 
Blanton, Gerald Clark, Benny Da-
vis, Jordan Klejch, Shannon Fox, 
Charmain Jonson, Michael Keller, 
Brandon O’Neil, Weston Piersch-
bacher, Wendell Ray, Devin Rich-
ards, Anne Skinner, Jessia Skinner, 
Jim Skinner, Norman Skinner, Lu-
ria Staats, Sheldon Triggs, Ethan 
Wambold and Tiffany Wimer. 

 

Diagonal still
working on
bank effort

The city of Diagonal held its 
third meeting concerning the future 
of the bank in Diagonal recently 
with members of the Diagonal 
Community Development Corpo-
ration and mayor Lowell Johnson 
sending a letter to area state and 
national legislators explaining the 
city’s situation.

The US Bank branch in Di-
agonal is schedule to close Friday, 
June 19, and the bank has offered 
to sell the building to the city for 
$1 with the restriction that there 
cannot be a •nancial institution in 
the building for three years.

The letter points out that the 
community has made great strides 
in the past eight years to improve 
and revitalize the community. Five 
new businesses have been started 
and others have expanded or up-
graded facilities, the letter points 
out.

New homes have been built 
by the Diagonal Community De-
velopment Corporation, •ve older 
homes rehabilitated and a strong 
school system is being supported, 
the letter acknowledges.

There have been banks which 
have expressed interest in offering 
services in Diagonal, but having to 
wait three years for a building to 
use would discourage banks and 
hinder the city’s ability to attract 
and retain businesses because of 
the lack of local banking services, 
the letter point out.

The groups are asking the leg-
islators to exercise any in!uence 
they may have to try to get U.S. 
Bank to allow the use of the bank 
building to seek other banking op-
tions.

Letters are also being written to 
the Of•ce of the Comptroller of the 
Currency for help and supporters 
of the bank issue are encouraged to 
•nd ways to share their concerns 
about the issue as well.
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Health reform board topic

More about mold for blade

More about
Harkin aide

Need Color Printing?
From our color printer for short 
runs to full-color glossy sales 

sheets and brochures, check with 
the Record-News for your needs.

Early in the process, the layers of !berglass go over the black frame, but soon that is covered with layers and 
layers of white !berglass which will be the actual mold for the blade manufacturing process.


