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Record   News

Lighting winners told
Winners were named this week in the Mount Ayr Chamber of Commerce’s annual lighting contest. Taking •rst place in the contest was the home 
of Matt and Katie Routh at 114 Shellway Drive. Second place this year went to the home of Mike and Lori Wilson at 1405 W. South Street. Third 
place went to the home of Kurt and Lynn Wallace at 1202 N. West Street. Prizes of $25 for •rst place, $15 for second place and $10 for third 
place will be awarded by the Chamber of Commerce. Honorable mention this year went to the homes of Owen and Mary Martching at 1210 E. 
Monroe Street, Jerry and Mary Ruth Marler at 608 E. Madison Street and Bob and Shirley Erickson at 505 E. Jefferston Street.

Comparative Area County Farmland Values 1996-2008
   2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996  
County  $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac $/Ac    
Adams  $3,094 $2,688 $2,203 $1,952 $1,766 $1,392 $1,245 $1,275 $1,204 $1,141 $1,171 $1,190 $1,070  
Clarke  $2,444 $2,213 $1,811 $1,607 $1,327 $1,116 $978 $1,005 $956 $932 $927 $930 $830   
Decatur  $2,022 $1,828 $1,465 $1,321 $1,104 $936 $823 $798 $765 $753 $757 $757 $677 
Ringgold  $2,361 $2,126 $1,726 $1,494 $1,202 $1,017 $884 $968 $918 $889 $878 $883 $786 
Taylor  $2,733 $2,435 $1,948 $1,791 $1,629 $1,436 $1,347 $1,117 $1,051 $1,007 $1,006 $1,016 $901 
Union  $2,909 $2,622 $2,085 $1,927 $1,684 $1,497 $1,367 $1,168 $1,108 $1,074 $1,066 $1,072 $955  
   

Farmland values in Ringgold 
county continued their double-digit 
increases in value for the sixth year, 
but the jump of 11 percent was less 
than half the increase of last year, 
according to the annual survey of 
farmland value conducted by Iowa 
State University.

While the average acre of farm-
land across the state showed a 14.3 
percent increase in value, Ring-
gold county farmland increased at 
a slightly slower rate, the survey 
said.

The average acre of farmland 
in Ringgold county is now worth 
$2,321, a new all-time record break-
ing the record set last year.

 The land value is 18.3 times 
the $127 an acre recorded in 1950 
and more than six times the $386 
recorded in 1986 when farm land 
values bottomed out after the previ-
ous run-up.

With the change, Ringgold 
county which has had the second 
lowest farm land value in the state 
behind Decatur county for years, 
remained ahead of three other coun-
ties they passed two years ago. De-
catur county’s value was estimated 
at $2,002, the lowest in the state. 

Farmland prices continue rise
but at a slower rate this year

Update of Heartland
Energy plans revealed
Company hopes to have •rst blades built in March

Change in Value
2008-2007 for
Area Farmland

2008 2007 $ %
 County    $/Ac    $/Ac Cha. Cha.
 Adams $3,094 $2,688 $406 15.1
 Clarke $2,444 $2,213 $231 10.4
 Decatur $2,002 $1,828 $173 9.5
 Ringgold  $2,361   $2,126 $235 11.0
 Taylor $2,733 $2,435 $298 12.2
 Union $2,909 $2,622 $287 11.0
  

Ringgold county remained ahead of 
Appanoose county with a $2,089 an 
acre value, Wayne with a $2,132 an 
acre value and Lucas with a $2,297 
an acre value.

Ringgold county’s percentage 
increase was down from last year’s 
23.2 percent hike and ranked in the 
bottom 15 in terms of state percent-
age increase.

Ringgold county’s actual in-
crease of $235 an acre was the 
fourth lowest in the state with only 
Appanoose at $181, Wayne at $185 
and Decatur at $173 showing lower 
dollar per acre increases.

The largest dollar increase was 
the $891 an acre jump in Sioux 
county. 

The smallest percentage increase 
was the 9.5percent increase in Ap-
panose, Decatur, Lucas and Wayne 
counties. Monona county had the 
largest percentage increase at 19.9 
percent.

Land values in Ringgold county 
have now almost doubled over the 
past •ve years.

Across the state, the average 
value of an acre of farmland was 
pegged at a $4,468, an all-time re-
cord. With the average increase of 
$449 an acre, the total value of the 
state’s 32.6 million acres of farmland 
is now $145 billion. 

Values in all 99 Iowa counties 
topped $2,000 for the •rst time ever 
after Decatur county reached that 
level last year. After breaking into 
$4,000 territory for the •rst time 
three years ago, the average value 
in Scott county this year was $6,310 
an acre, an all-time record and the 
state’s leader. O’Brien county and 
Sioux county joined Scott county 
in the $6,000 or more an acre club. 
O’Brien county had a value of 
$6,149 and Sioux county a value 
of $6,095 per acre.
Surrounding county increases

 In surrounding counties, there 
were increases from 15.1 percent 
in Adams county to 9.5 percent in 
Decatur county 
 Adams county  remained in the 

lead in surrounding counties as the 
highest valued farmland.
 Adams county land prices were 
estimated at $3,094 an acre, up $406 
an acre or 15.1 percent from $2,688 
in 2007. The new average breaks 
the record set last year. Lowest 
land value since 1950 came in 1954 
with a price of $151 an acre. After 
reaching a high of $1,372 in 1981, 
land prices slipped to $519 in 1986 
before rebounding to current levels. 
Land values have more than doubled 
over the last six years there.
 Clarke county land values 
reached a new record of $2,444 an 
acre this year, up $231 an acre or 
10.4  percent from 2007, which was 
the previous record. Lowest land 

Meaningful gift
Dianna Sickels of Kellerton received a very meaningful Christmas gift 
this year from a friend. Her husband, Gary, died this past year and a 
friend helped remove his shirts from the Sickels home, turning them 
into a memory quilt for Sickels, who is shown with the unique gift.

Winter storms bring disruption
While the ice storm that came almost a year to the day following the devastating storm of December 2007 
did not bring the destruction to trees and power lines that the storm a year before did, the ice and snow that 
followed did play havoc with travel in Ringgold county. Icy rural roads cancelled school in the Mount Ayr 
Community school district for three days before the regularly-scheduled holiday break -- on Friday, Dec. 
19, and Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 22-23. A number of sports activities and the Christmas vocal music 
concert were casualties of the school closings. The •rst semester of school will •nish up two days after the 
New Year instead of before Christmas as planned. Problems with •nding salt for county roads meant that 
the roads remained slick. This picture of the ice on tree limbs was taken on the Mount Ayr square.

Holiday schedule
told for Record-News

The Mount Ayr Record-News 
will be closed for the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays.

The Record-News of•ce will 
be closed Thursday, Dec. 25, and 
Friday, Dec. 26.

The usual deadline will re-
main for the January 1 issue of the 
Mount Ayr Record-News as Tues-
day, Dec. 30 at noon.

The mailing will be done 
Wednesday afternoon, Dec.. 31.

The Mount Ayr Record-News 
will be closed Thursday, Jan. 1 and 
reopen Friday, Jan. 2.

Help with getting stories and 
advertising to the Record-News on 
time during the short weeks will be 
greatly appreciated.

Todd Blanton points out some of the features of the new wind blade manufacturing building being built at the 
Heartland Energy Solutions industrial site in Mount Ayr during a recent tour of the facility.

 Progress is being made on the 
plant where the blades for the 
Heartland Energy Solutions wind 
turbines will be manufactured and 
plans for a new model of wind tur-
bine are being made.
 Those were two of the news 
items shared with Mount Ayr city 
council members and county de-
velopment personnel when the city 
council held its meeting at the new 
plant last week.
 The administrative team for the 
plant was on hand to provide in-
formation to the council and lead a 
tour through the plant.
 While the company plans to de-
velop 100 KW and 200 KW wind 
generators to meet midrange gener-
ating needs, plans were announced 
this week for a 6 KW generator 
that would serve to provide power 
for a small farm, small business or 
large home.
 The 6KW generator would have 
a 90 foot tower and 15 foot blades 
and have a tower with a lattice 
pole instead of a monopole. More 
•berglass than steel would be used 
in the housings of this model. The 
company has had a number of calls 
for the smaller generator.
 It’s possible that the smaller 
model might go into full produc-
tion before the larger models, it 
was noted.
 Charles Sharp, CEO of the 
company, began the brie•ng, not-
ing that the decision to build the 
company’s own wind turbine 
blades has held up the manufactur-
ing startup of the company.
 He explained that the company 
ran into some dead ends in trying 
to get blades built by other compa-
nies and then with the help of Dr. 
Kyle Wetzel, the company deter-
mined it should build a facility to 
make its own blades.
 There is still a lot of work to be 
done on the new blade manufac-

turing facility, where blades up to 
45 feet in length will be manufac-
tured, ground down and painted, 
but the company hopes to have its 
•rst blades coming out of this part 
of the facility by March.
 Sharp noted that all the work on 
the new building had been provid-
ed locally and had been able to be 

built faster and more cheaply than 
others thought was possible.
 Approval has been received 
from the FFA for putting up a wind 
generator at the home plant and the 
current plan is to try to have a pro-
totype built and in place by June.
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