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County voters ‘mavericks’ in
presidential, lowa senate race

Walters, Shaha named supervisors, Greenman auditor in tight races

Ringgold county voters didn't ~ Named to the board of supervi-ballots cast here to 1,236 or 45.8vhie 46 percent voted for the Re
follow the national trend that led sors were Democrat Dale Walterspercent for Obama. publican ticket. This compared to|
to a landslide victory for Barak and (by a two-vote margin) Repub- Voters here showed little in- 53 percent for the Democrats an
Obama as president, but they votlican Kurt Shaha. terets in the choices outside of the!4.8 percent for the Republicans i
ed in record numbers and were so In another close battle, Repub-Democrat and Republican ticketslowa.
evenly split on some races that justican Laurie Greenman won theThe Ralph Nader and Matt Gon- U.S. Senate race
a few votes made the difference. county auditor race by seven votegalez ticket received 20 votes as When it came to U. S. Senator,

Atotal of 2,700 county residents over Democrat Shawna Fletcher. the only double-digit vote getter county voters supported Democra
went to the polls, 82.3 percent of Mike Sobotka was re-electedoutside” the Democrat-Republicarincumbent Tom Harkin as well.
the 3,280 registered voters in thesheriff in an unopposed race. tickets. Harkin received 1,628 votes|
county. Some 1,018 of the people County residents also have 81 Other candidates winning somein Ringgold county compared to
voted early, also a new record.  percent approval to the constitu-Ringgold county support included: 1,023 for Republican challenger|

In the 2004 general election,tional amendment changing the Constitution Party: Chuck Bald- Christopher Reed.
or example, 700 people used thavording on mentally competencywin and Darrell L. Castle -- seven  The vote percentage was 61.
absentee ballot process and 74 pefer voting. votes. percent for Harkin an 38 percen
cent of the eligible voters went to  Tingley precinct had the best Green Party: Cynthia McKin- for Reed in Ringgold county.
the polls in Ringgold county. turnout in the election with 90 per-ney and Rosa Clemente -- onéAcross the state Harkin had 62.4

They gave the nod to Demo-cent voting there. vote. percent of the vote to 37.6 percen|
crat U.S. Senator Tom Harkin and Comparative voting percent-  Libertarian Party: Bob Barr and for Reed.

Republican U. S. Representativeages for the state and nation wergvay A. Root -- six votes. U. S. Representative
Steve King, both incumbents. not available at press time, but a Party of Socialism and Lib-  Republicans did hold on to theDavid Rogers of Shannon City received four medals for his service in Vietnam from U.S. Representative St¢

They helped send Republicarvecord was set in absentee votingration: Gloria LaRiva and RobertU. S. Representative seat in theing during a ceremony at the Mount Ayr American Legion.
incumbent Cecil Dolecheck backin lowa with the number surpass-Moses -- no votes. Fifth Distric’: lavrl;erek incumbent
to the lowa statehouse and gavéng 500,000, a 25 percent increase Peace and Freedom PartySteve King held back a campaignC m t t
a two-vote nod to Democrat Ruthfrom the previous high. Ralph Nadar and Matt Gonzaleyzchal\enge from Democrat Rob 0 ng reSS an prese n S paS
;Smnh ﬁf Lamoni who ended up " Presidential ra}::e a -- 20 votes. Hub\ﬁr. N did
osing the lowa Senate race to Kim  When it came to the presiden- Socialist Party USA: Brain  There were three candidates, H
Reyngolds of Osceola. tial race, Ringgold county vot- Moore and Stewt)a/rt A. Alexanderrunning for the seat with King due I I led als to Vletn al I I Vet

In a close supervisor contesters went against the state and-no votes. receiving 1,579 votes, Hubler re-
incumbent Republican Wayne Ke-national trend and supported the Socialist Workers Party: Jamesceiving 951 votes and independent Four medals were presented tewer in those pre-Vietham daysrespect for our military men and

mery was defeated, making two ofRepublican ticket of John McCain Harris and Alyson Kennedy -- two Victor Vaca receiving 52 votes. Vietnam veteran David Rogers ofwas no. women which is very important to
the current supervisors losing theirand Sarah Palin. . votes. In terms of percentages, thisShannon City when Congressman “l also grew up with an image our country,” King said.

seats after Royce Dredge was de- The McCain ticket received  Across the country, 52 percent Steve King visited the Veteransof the United States as being the King said that February 11,
feated in the primaries. 1,401 votes or 51 percent of thevoted for the Democrat ticket Continued on page Diay lunch held at the Mount Ayr best country in the world to live in 1945 was an important day in his-

American Legion building Satur- and was reminded over and ovetory because that was when Talin,

CI rl n d m n f nd day. what a blessing it was to be born inChurchill and Roosevelt drew
a a a. 0 u The event, held for all Mount this country,” King said. lines on a map that marked which

Ayr American Legion post and  When Vietnam vets came backcountries would lie behind the Iron
. auxiliary members also featuredfrom the service, however, theyCurtain.
ea In Cou nty .e a talk by Gloria Myers about thewere treated with contempt in  “Those lines wrote the fate of

service of Elvin Myers and Louis some circles. tens of thousands of Americans for
) Myers in World War II. “It wasn't like the send off and the future,” King said.

Ringgold county's second deaq In presenting the medals, Kingwelcoming ceremonies that we are  Battling the threat of expansion
body mystery in under a year came talked about two pillars of his up- having for our troops as they go toof communism by military means
to light this week when the body off bringing. serve in Iraq or Afghanistan,” hebecame necessary for the United
Timothy Davis Ratley, 42, of Clar- “I grew up among World War noted. States.
inda was found in section two of] Il veterans and was steeped in the He told about walking through ~ “The Vietnam story was really
Poe township three miles west o history of the United States,” King an airport where a group of ser-one of sghting the expansion of
Mount Ayr on Friday, Oct. 31 said. vicemen were coming home andcommunism to a standstill with the

This latest incident began whel “I remember asking my father seeking people stand and clap avietnam War being the last violent
an abandoned vehicle was reported at one point, did the United Stateshey walked through the airport.
stuck on 220th Street a mile nortl ever lose a war,” he said. The an- “We have worked to rebuild the Continued on page 14

of Highway 2 on the section of
road that turns from gravel to dirt]

o I’\:(Jlg\[/‘ggilg?act}h_gﬂﬁe abandoned B I ad e m an UfaCtu ri n g area
being added to wind plant

there by an individual from Clar-

inda. Timothy Ratley Work is progressing on the newpower class to manufacture itsland’s Todd Blanton and Larry
The county sheriff's ofece then 9,000 square foot building nextown blades, according to Dr. Kyle Preston to design the blade.

began looking for the individual in body in a grassy area. to the existing 30,000 square footWetzel of Wetzel Engineering in  Heartland's design for its Free-

the area of the abandoned vehicle. Following the directions, of- building which will serve as the Lawrence, KS. dom 100 will be in prototype in

On Thursday, Oct. 30, the Clar-scers on foot were then able toblade factory for the Heartland  Dr. Wetzel, one of the most2009. The turbine has been de-
inda Police Department notised locate the area and found the bodnergy Solutions operations in theprominent wind engineers in thesigned to operate in low to moder-
the Ringgold County Sheriff's of a Caucasian male. The body wasdustrial park in Mount Ayr. United States, was in Mount Ayr in ate wind speeds.

Department that Timothy Ratleytaken to the state medical examin- When the facility is up and run- mid-August. He has collaborated “This is the wind speed that
of Clarinda had been reported agrs ofsce for positive identiecation ning, Heartland Energy Solutionswith Dr. Michael Selig, professor is most common in the United
missing. and an autopsy. will probably be the only U.S.- of aerospace engineering at the

According to Clarinda police  On Saturday, Nov. 1, the Statebased turbine manufacturer in itsUniversity of lllinois, and Heart- Continued on page 14
chief Keith Brothers, a concernedMedical Examiners Ofsce deter
person contacted him that day andnined the identity of the body as]
said he had not seen or visited witlhat of Ratley. Exact cause of deatl
Ratley for a week to 10 days prioris yet to be determined by the State
to that. Medical Examiners Ofsce. Foul

Sheriff's department ofscers play is not thought to be a cause of
showed neighbors in the area picdeath, however.
tures of the vehicle and the miss-  Anyone with information about
_I_. | H ” B ing man to see if any of them hadge Inc‘\genl \st ashkedﬁt'a_kcoglac
information on the missing man. inggold county sheril ike So-

Ingley Hallowen Wlnners ) The sheriff's department alsobotka at 641-464-3921.

Another successful Tingley Halloween Fun Night was held in Tingleyrranged for the lowa State Patrol According to his obituary, Rat-
on Friday, Oct. 31 the parade and party for all-ages drawing goodaircraft to come and ly over the ley was born in Longview, TX, re-
crowds. Some of the parade winners included, fron left: Whoopi¢ Cirea where the vehicle was abanceived a welding degree from Pa:
sion Kayla Crouch, who won the children's singles fourth throyghgoned to try to «nd Ratliff. nola Junior College in Texas and
eighth grade division, Christiana Overholtzer and Joyce Fernanflez, 'On Friday, Oct. 31, the of-cers was a Navy veteran.

who were grandma and grandpa and won the children's doubles divin the lowa State Patrol aircraft He enjoyed the outdoors and
sion and Raggedy Ann Bailey Crouch, who won the children’s singlagere able to identify a location inwas a successful welder. Funergl

tlhowrd grade and under division. More pictures are included on pag%hemi‘)” 2 of Ifoe ‘OW”Sh‘ijp the’e The new addition to the right of this picture will house the new blade manufacturing portion of the Heartland
: there was what appeared to be a Continued on page Ehergy Solutions production facility in the industrial park in Mount Ayr.




