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Record   News
Hospital bids come in below
estimates for construction 

Five new faces on MAC 
faculty as school opens

Many county entries
earn state fair honors

Theater opens with ‘Farmer Song’

Heartland Energy expanding 
to include blade manufacture

It’s code named “Seabiscuit.”
 It’s meant to be the most ef•-
cient wind generator in its class.
 And more of it will soon be built 
in a plant in the neighborhood.
 That was the news this week 
when Heartland Energy Technolo-
gies announced plans and received 
permission from the Mount Ayr 
city council to build an additional 
building on the site the company is 
currently leasing from the city of 
Mount Ayr.
 The new wrinkle in the plan is 
that the blades for the wind gen-
erators, which the company had 
planned to farm out to other manu-
facturers, will be built in a state-of-
the-art composites plant in a new 
50 foot by 160 foot building to be 
built behind the current manufac-
turing facility.

 When the bids were opened 
for the Ringgold County Hospital 
replacement project Tuesday after-
noon -- wonder of wonders -- the 
total came in under the estimate.
 The construction costs for 
the hospital had been estimated 
to be $13,331,465 and breaking 
a long tradition of having bids 
come in well over estimates in 
other county public projects, low 
bidders brought in the project at 
$13,055,251 before alternates are 
looked at.
 There was a general sigh of re-
lief from hospital administration 
when the •nal numbers came in 
and broke the trend of bids com-
ing in 20 to 25 percent higher than 
architect’s best estimates in other 
county projects.
 The hospital project was bro-
ken down into 18 bid packages 
and there were multiple bidders for 
most of the bid packages. Some 
160 contractors had taken out plans 
to look at bidding on the project, 

 After several years of effort, the 
Princess Theater opening is •nally 
here.
 “Farmer Song -- The Musi-
cal,” the musical production which 
will open the Princess Theater in 
Mount Ayr, has sold out for tonight 
(Thursday) and Friday and tickets 
are going fast for other perfor-
mances.
 A preview performance fund-
raiser for the Princess Theater 
endowment was held Wednesday 
night and the opening night for 
the •ve performance run is tonight 
(Thursday).
 Other performances are planned 
Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
with 2 p.m. matinees.
 A special edition of the Mount 
Ayr Record-News details the ef-

 From scholarship winnings to 
placings in many of the various 
events, more results from the Iowa 
State Fair were announced this 
week.

4-H livestock results
 More 4-H livestock results were 
reported this week as well.
 In the breeding swine show, 
Johnathan Triggs  of Mount Ayr 
picked up a purple ribbon for a 
Spotted gilt, blue ribbons for a 
Spotted gilt and a Yorkshire gilt 
and two blue ribbons for commeri-
cal gilts. He also had a red ribbon 
for a Yorkshire gilt.
 Tyler Triggs of Mount Ayr had 
blue ribbons for two commeri-
cal gilt entries, a Duroc gilt and a 
Hampshire gilt. He also had a red 
ribbon for a Hampshire gilt.
 Both Johnathan Triggs and 
Tyler Triggs received red ribbons 
in their respective showmanship 
classes.
 In the market beef competi-
tion, Holly England of Mount Ayr 
received two purple ribbons for 
crossbred steer entries and Taylor 
Cameron of Diagonal received a 
blue ribbon with a crossbred steer.
 In the breeding beef competi-

 Five new faculty members 
greeted Mount Ayr Community 
school students for the new year 
which began Tuesday, Aug. 19.
 Two of the new faculty are lo-
cated at the elementary school and 
three at the secondary school lev-
el.
 They include elementary spe-
cial education teacher Courtney 
Werner, elementary guidance 
counselor Joan Moore, secondary 
language arts and Second Chance 
Reading teacher Sherry Adams, 
family and consumer science 
teacher Barb Gerber and middle 
school and high school art teacher 
Aaron Riley.
 Werner is a Mount Ayr native 
and has a degree in elementary 
education from Buena Vista Uni-
versity. She has previously taught 
in Diagonal.
 Moore has a bachelor of arts 
degree in art education from the 
University of Northern Iowa, a 
masters of arts degree in art edu-
cation from Truman State Univer-
sity and a master of arts degree in 
counselor education from Western 
Illinois University.

Princess Theater Grand Opening Edition Inside

Five new faculty faces greeted 
students in the Mount Ayr Com-
munity school district when 
classes opened Tuesday. Above, 
new secondary school teach-
ers include Aaron Riley, middle 
school and high school art teach-
er; Sherry Adams, language arts 
and Second Chance Reading, and 
Barb Gerber, family and consum-
er science teacher. At right, new 
elementary faculty members in-
clude elementary guidance coun-
selor Joan Moore and elemen-
tary special education teacher 
Courtney Werner.

 She has been an elementary 
school counselor, middle school 
counselor and substitute teacher as 
well as working several years with 
a pottery business as as an artist in 
the schools.
 Adams has been an junior high 
and senior high English teacher, 
Second Chance reading teacher 
and Second Chance reading teach-
er trainer. She has taught in Afton, 
Clarinda, Orient and Grant City, 
MO.
 Adams has a bachelor of arts 
degree from Graceland University 
and a master of arts degree from 
Viterbo University in LaCross, 
WI.
 Gerber has a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in vocational home 
economics from Northwest Mis-
souri State University in Maryville, 
MO.
 She is working on a guidance 
and counseling master’s degree 
from Buena Vista University.
 She has taught at Weston, MO; 
and Ogden and Tipton.
 Aaron Riley has a bachelor of 
arts degree from Iowa State Uni-
versity and a master of arts degree 

in art education from Iowa State 
University.
 He has taught at the Hubbard-
Radcliffe Community school dis-
trict, as an adjunct art teacher at 
Des Moines Area Community Col-
lege and an online adjunct profes-
sor at Southwestern Community 
College in Creston.

School faculty, staff
 Members of the school faculty 
and staff for this year include:
 Administration: superinten-
dent Russ Reiter, secondary prin-
cipal Ken Harrison, elementary 
principal Lynne Wallace.
 Elementary faculty:
 Cynthia Allen, •rst grade; 
Stacey Andresen, school nurse; 
Betsy Budach, kindergarten; 
Beth Christner, preschool; Katie 
Coulson, kindergarten; Angela 
Dodge, third grade; Eric Ehlen, 
elementary physical education; 
Jessica Frost, •fth grade, mid-
dle school cheerleading; Tracy 
Giles, second grade; Marilyn 
Hawkins, TAG and Title I; Pa-

It’s a wedding scene to end Act 1 of “Farmer Song -- The Musical” with 
Becky and Carl getting married on main street in Ellston before the rest 
of the community in practice for this scene from the musical that opens 

the Princess Theater this weekend. Tickets are sold out for performances 
Thursday and Friday night and are selling quickly for the three other 
performances of the show.

forts in bringing the theater back to 
life.
 The musical play that is open-
ing the theater tells the story of two 
generations of Ringgold county 
farmers during the farm crisis of 
the 1980s and the ways they had 
to adapt to the times. It follows the 
romance of Carl and Becky as they 
try to get a start in farming at the 
same time that Becky’s parents, 
Frank and Ruth, are leaving the 
farm.
 The play opens with the auction 
of Frank and Ruth, includes the 
wedding reception at intermission 
for Becky and Carl, and ends with 
a rousing number about how fam-
ers adapted to keep their land.
 Along the way Carl gets his 
bank loan, purchases a Russian 
tractor and a used baler, and with 

the help of his wife Becky’s idea, 
•nds a way to stay on the land.
 Songs featured in the musical 
include “We Want Some Stuff,” 
“Iowa Roots,” “Ellston,” “Home-
town Boyfriend,” “Need a Loan,” 
“Worn Out Shirt,” “Farmer Song,” 
“Russian Tractor,” “Oh Becky,” 
“Wild Rose,” Sweet Corn Patch,” 
“I Like Baling,” “Alan Greenspan,” 
“Treat Me Like Job,” “Crooked,” 
“Farm Wife Song,” “Clean Col-
lared,” “Honest, Stubborn, Sim-
ple,” “Old Man Wisdom,” “You 
Can Change” and “That’s How I 
Kept My Land.”
 The musical was written by Joe 
Hynek of Murray and his mother 
Angie Hynek of Ellston and re-
ceived an honor at the 2007 Ken-
nedy Center American College 
Theater Awards, won the Ameri-

can Society of Agricultural Engi-
neers’s Stewart Humanities Award 
and was performed at the Iowa 
State Fair and the 2007 New York 
International Fringe Festival.
 Producing the musical as the 
grand opening attraction for the 
Princess Theater, newly remod-
eled on the square in Mount Ayr, 
has been a “labor of love” by the 
Hyneks and the cast.
 Cast members include:
 Carl Pitney, an ambitious hired 
farm hand in his early 20s who 
starts to farm on his own -- Joe 
Hynek.
 Becky Whitby, 20-year-old 
daughter of Frank and Ruth Whitby 
who has just returned after gradu-
tion from business school -- Callie 

much more interest than on other 
projects.
 The architects, construction 
manager and hospital administra-
tion will look more closely at the 
bids in preparation for a hearing 
set for Tuesday, Aug. 26, at 5 p.m. 
on the hospital project. The pro-
posed plans, speci•cations, form 
of contract and estimates costs 
for the construction of the 61,450 
square foot hospital and associated 
site work will be discussed at the 
hearing.
 Following the hearing, the hos-
pital board hopes to go ahead and 
award contracts for the project.

 Apparent low bidders after the 
bid opening held at Southwest 
Iowa Rural Electric Cooperative’s 
community room with many of the 
bidders present, included:
 Slope protection and erosion 
control (one bidder): Environmen-
tal Solutions of Iowa, $47,832.
 Site clearing, site grading and 

earthwork (four bidders): Kelly 
Cortum, Inc., $500,613.
 Site utilities (•ve bidders): 
CAC, $249,995.
 Paving, parking lots, sidewalks, 
helipad, striping (four bidders): 
Concrete Technologies, $473,000.
 Footings, foundations, slabs, 
stoops and miscellaneous concrete 
(three bidders): Concrete Technol-
ogies, $1,094,600.
 Precast concrete wall panels 
(two bidders): Fabion, $874,736.
 Masonry cast stone (one bid-
der): Seedorff, $60,000.
 Structural and miscellaneous 
steel (four bidders): U. S. Erectors, 
Inc., $735,000.
 Millwork (three bidders): Ar-
chitectural Arts, $295,302.
 Roo•ng, !ashing, sheetmetal, 
roof accessories (two bidders): 
Academy Roo•ng, $460,300.
 Glazing (one bidder): Clark 
Glass, $190,800.
 Framing, drywall, EIFS, insu-
lation, ceilings, doors, frames and 

hardware (three bidders): Hills-
beck/Schact Inc., $1,880,500.
 Flooring (two bidders): Allied 
Construction, $339,300.
 Specialities (three bidders): 
Heartland Finishes, $179,000.
 Food services equipment (two 
bidders): Servco, $198,473.
 Plumbing, medical gas, me-
chanical and HVAC (three bidders): 
Proctor Mechanical, $3,489,900.
 Fire supression (four bidders): 
Fire Protection Inc., $212,900.
 Electrical (two bidders): All 
Pro, $1,773,000.
 One pleasant surprise was the 
bid for the steel in today’s steel 
price climate.  Bids that were over 
budget were balanced by bids that 
were under budget enough to bring 
the low bids in under estimates as 
a whole.
 With the bids coming in where 
they did, the hospital has three 
percent of its construction budget 
to work with alternates bid on the 
project.

 Because of the change in plans, 
it is taking a bit longer than •rst 
planned to get the •rst prototype 
built and in place near the compa-
ny manufacturing facility in Mount 
Ayr.
 Meanwhile the plant is begin-
ning to put people to work on an-
other manufacturing effort to make 
carts for tables and folding chairs 
that will use some of the same 
skills needed for turbine construc-
tion at a later date. Employees can 
be cross trained between several 
jobs to meet demand for products 
more easily.
 With only the •nal steps to be 
completed in the turbine blade 
design and siting approval by the 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
the company hopes to have con-
crete poured for the base of the 

wind turbine yet this fall. The pro-
totype should be in place by the 
end of the year or early in 2009.
 Dr. Kyle K. Wetzel of Wetzel 
Engineering in Lawrence, KS was 
in Mount Ayr this past week talk-
ing with company of•cials about 
the turbine blade design.
 The blade which will be manu-
factured in Mount Ayr will be about 
48 feet long and the state-of-the-art 
design and pitch regulation that the 
new wind turbine will include will 
help make it more ef•cient.
 The company went to two of 
the top aerospace engineers in the 
country with the speci•cations for 
a blade that would turn a turbine 
with as little as •ve miles per hour 
of wind and Charles Sharp, chief 
operating of•cer said this week 
that they have come up with a de-

sign that will work.
 The company had talked with 
several blade manufacturers to •nd 
one that would make their blades 
but could not •nd one that could 
handle all the requirements of the 
new blade.
 The new design will need to be 
made in two pieces that then are 
joined because of the unique shape 
of the blade.
 Purchasing blades from other 
manufacturers would also put the 
company at the mercy of other 
manufacturers.
 The new 8,000 square foot 
building to be added at the plant 
site will be for building the blades 
through a vacuum assisted resin 
transfer molding process.
 In the process, fabric is laid up 
on a mold, resin is infused, vacuum 
is applied and a composite blade 
made without some of the potential 
safety hazards of regular •berglass 
construction.
 The resins are not harmful to 
the environment and nothing harm-
ful is emitted  during the process, it 
was noted.
 It is hoped to have the •rst 
molds for the blades completed in 
six to eight weeks. It will then take 
some training time to teach em-
ployees the manufacturing process 
before the •rst blades are complet-
ed.
 The building has areas for re-
frigeration, fabrication, lamina-
tion, painting, •nishing, storage 
and shipping.
 Gantry cranes will be used to 

Olivia Hat•eld, 3, of Mount Ayr, gets a close up look at a baby pig during the Iowa State Fair Saturday, Aug. 
16, in Des Moines. Iowa State Fair photo.

tion, Chloe Yoder of Redding had 
a purple ribbon in the commercial 
heifer competition. Katelyn Hol-
mes of Benton had a purple rib-
bon for an Angus heifer and Tyler 
Becker of Diagonal had a purple 
ribbon for an Angus heifer.
 Taylen Abarr of Mount Ayr had 
blue ribbons for the two Angus 
heifers and received a blue ribbon 
in the grade seven and eight beef 
showmanship class.
 In the dairy goat competition, 
Sarah Reasoner of Ellston had the 
junior Nubian reserve champion 
and blue ribbons with four other 
dairy goat entries.
 Allison Fooken had blue ribons 
for three Nubian goat entries and a 
red ribbon.

Other 4-H entries
 Brandon Werner and Elisha 
Doubleday were named 4-H gal-
lery award winners and presented 
plaques sponsored by Professional 
Photographers of Iowa for their 
photo entries.

IFFA scholarship
 The Iowa Foundation for Agri-
cultural Advancement (IFAA) pre-
sented $175,000 in scholarships 
and awards to youth who partici-

pated in 4-H and FFA beef, swine, 
sheep and poultry projects Satur-
day, Aug. 16, prior to the Sale of 
Champions at the 2008 Iowa State 
Fair.
 A $2,000 IFAA overall project 
scholarship went to Brandon Wer-
ner of Shannon City at the presen-
tation.
 The ceremony included the pre-
sentation of 67 scholarships with 
a value of $150,000, as well as 46 
performance and carcass awards 
valued at $25,000. 
 Established in 1988, the IFAA’s 
goal is to recognize the thousands 
of 4-H and FFA members who 
complete agricultural-related proj-
ects and pursue agriculture-related 
careers. The organization added 
the scholarship program in 1990. 

Sheep dog show
 Bob Johnson of Tingley showed 
the grand champion stock dog at 
the Iowa State Fair.
 Tip has been trained and shown 
by Johnson but is owned by Chris-
man Cattle Company of Knoxville. 
Tip was the reserve champion in 
last year’s competition.
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